
Mid-Morning Resources for Parents
Rev. Clinton Faupel
cfaupel@remedylive.com
Twitter: @clintonfaupel 

INSTAGRAM
Instagram lets users snap, edit, and share 

photos and 15-second videos, either publicly or 
with a private network of followers. It unites the 

most popular features of social media sites: 
sharing, seeing, and commenting on photos. It 
also lets you apply fun filters and effects to your 

photos, making them look high-quality and 
artistic.

TWITTER
Twitter is a microblogging tool that allows users 
to post brief, 140-character messages -- called 
"tweets" -- and follow other users' activities. It's 
not only for adults; teens like using it to share 
tidbits and keep up with news and celebrities.

TUMBLR
Tumblr is like a cross between a blog and 
Twitter: It's a streaming scrapbook of text, 

photos, and/or videos and audio clips. Users 
create and follow short blogs, or "tumblogs," that 
can be seen by anyone online (if made public). 
Many teens have tumblogs for personal use: 

sharing photos, videos, musings, and things they 
find funny with their friends.

WHATSAPP
WhatsApp lets users send text messages, audio 

messages, videos, and photos to one or many 
people with no message limits or fees.

SNAPCHAT
Snapchat is a messaging app that lets users put a time limit on the pictures and videos 

they send before they disappear. Most teens use the app to share goofy or 
embarrassing photos without the risk of them going public. However, there are lots of 

opportunities to use it in other ways.
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MEET ME
MeetMe: Chat and Meet New People -- the name says it all. Although not marketed as a 
dating app, MeetMe does have a "Match" feature whereby users can "secretly admire" 

others, and its large user base means fast-paced communication and guaranteed 
attention.

TINDER
Tinder is a photo and messaging dating app for browsing pictures of potential matches 
within a certain-mile radius of the user's location. It's very popular with 20-somethings 

as a way to meet new people for casual or long-term relationships.

SEEKING ARRANGEMENT
SeekingArrangement identifies itself as a “sugar daddy dating app”. It’s predecessor, 
CarrotDating, was an app that was borderline prostitution with the philosophy behind 

the trend… bribes for dates. Of course, “dates” can be defined in ways other than 
going out to dinner and a movie.


YIK YAK
This App is one of the most dangerous. It allows users to post text-only “Yaks,” or 

messages, of up to 200 characters. The messages have no filter and can be viewed by 
the 500 Yakkers who are closest to the person who wrote the Yak, as determined by 
GPS tracking. Users are exposed to – and contributing to – sexually explicit content, 

abusive language, and personal attacks so severe that schools are starting to block the 
App on their Wi-Fi. Although the posts are anonymous, kids start revealing personal 

information as they get more comfortable with other users. This app is a rumor 
machine and a perfect channel for the kinds of bullies who hide behind a screen, 

hurting other people behind a shield of anonymity. 
1

ASK.FM
This app allows users to ask a specific person anonymous questions. Users can 

answer these questions and posts them to their personal page, truly leaving nothing to 
the imagination. This is especially dangerous because it allows any user to target a 
specific person anonymously. Bullies, predators, and more can send anonymous 
messages to a specific person, asking them inappropriate things or even simply 

making hurtful statements. 
2

KIK MESSENGER
This is a private messenger app and is coveted by those under 18 for a number of 

reasons. The App allows kids to send private messages that their parents can’t see. 
This app also allows users to identify themselves by a made up username, posing the 

dangers of anonymity. To make matters even scarier, third party websites allow users to 
search for people based on things like age and gender. There is very little you can do to 
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verify the identity of someone on Kik, which obviously poses the risk of sexual 
predators chatting with your child. And again, this is an easy tool for sexting. Just last 

month, a 13 year old girl was murdered by a man she presumably met on Kik 
Messenger.  
3

OMEGLE
This App has been around since 2008, with video chat added in 2009. When you use 
Omegle you do not identify yourself through the service – chat participants are only 
identified as “You” and “Stranger;” the app’s slogan is “Talk to Strangers!” You don't 
have to register for the App. However, you can connect Omegle to your Facebook 
account to find chat partners with similar interests. When choosing this feature, an 

Omegle Facebook App will receive your Facebook “likes” and try to match you with a 
stranger with similar likes. This is not okay for children. This app is the perfect channel 
for sexual predators. Experts say these predators blackmail young children, by starting 

inappropriate conversations with them, then threatening to send the messages, 
photos, or videos to their parents if they tell anybody, therefore trapping the child in a 

disgusting, dangerous situation.  
4

WHISPER
This is a meeting App that encourages users to post secrets. You post anonymously, 

but it displays the area you are posting from. You can search for users posting within a 
mile from you. You are also able to communicate with users who post secrets. A quick 
look at the App and you can see that online relationships are forming constantly on this 

App, but you never know the person behind the computer or phone. One man in 
Washington was convicted of raping a 12-year-old girl he met on this App just last 

year.  
5

AFTER SCHOOL
This app is a message board that students can join by scanning their school I.D. or 
Facebook profile. While the scanning feature provides some security from outside 

users, once in the app, the user is anonymous. However, this app effortlessly creates 
drama and conflict among users because they all attend the same school. Students are 
able to freely post about anything. This year, a single school had problems with posts 
that included topless photos, alarmingly vulgar posts from males talking about fellow 

female students, and more. There is even a section where students can scan their 
driver’s license and enter a discussion only for students ages 17 and up, openly 

creating an environment for the discussion of more explicit material. 
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___________________________________________________________________________

Tools to Help the Family:

SAFEGUARD - “Where the internet meets Responsibility, Accountability, and Integrity.”
 

Go to www.SafeguardTek.com to learn more about us, or stay connected on Facebook 
& Twitter.  Both links are on www.SafeguardTek.com.

 
The base unit is $199.95 … which is required.

Then select either the base wifi plan, which is a monthly recurring $29.95.  Or the base 
wifi plan with the additional mobile device coverage which includes up to 6 mobile units 
that will be covered outside the home or base unit coverage.  This a monthly recurring 

charge of $39.90 (an additional $9.95) 

Send an email to REMEDY@SafeguardTek.com and we’ll take $75.00 off of the order.
 

Entering the coupon code REMEDY at checkout will automatically deduct $75.00 from 
the order. 

_____________________________________

UKNOWKIDS.com- tools to help monitor the social and mobile technologies teens are using 
today.

_____________________________________

Websites to keep you up to date:

www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/16-apps-and-websites-kids-are-heading-to-after-
facebook

www.checkupnewsroom.com/7-dangerous-apps-that-parents-need-to-know-about
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